
We can supply and fit an average home with
fascias, soffits and guttering for only

(55% discount off usuall price)
All work fully guaranteed for 10 years

We also give a full 5 year warranty. We return every year
to wash and clean your gutters FREE of charge

ALL TYPES OF FELT ROOFS AND CHIMNEY
POINTING AND ROOF REPAIRS

This offer is available for 1 month only
Freefone: 0800 389 5193

Mobile: 07909 415557
www.weathersealroofline.com

Weatherseal Roofline
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IMPUNITY AND PORNOGRAPHY COULD HAVE DRIVEN  

‘We don’t know 
AN ABUSE expert said this week that

impunity and pornography probably
drove men to abuse 1,400 children in
Rotherham — not their shared Pakistani
heritage.

Zlakha Ahmed also said failure to recognise
British Asian women as potential victims
meant rapes were underreported and often not
prosecuted.

Ms Ahmed heads Apna Haq, a Rotherham charity
for Asian women and girls, and has spent two
decades helping white and ethnic minority victims
of violence and abuse.

“We don’t know exactly what made these men of-
fend, we’d need a criminal psychologist to find that
out,” she said.

“We know they were involved in other illegal ac-
tivities, like drugs, and they will have abused other
women in their lives.

“Usually it boils down to misogyny. People say
this is worse in the Pakistani heritage community,
but I’m 50 now and what I’ve seen in 50 years is
that it’s no different.”

Prof Alexis Jay’s inquiry report said that, in the
past 16 years, almost all Rotherham abusers had
been British Pakistanis.

Ms Ahmed explained that abuse networks tend to
grow through gangs, whose members often share
the same cultural background.

“You’ve probably had one or two doing it, who
have recruited other men with a similar mindset,”
she said. 

“I’ve heard similar stories from all over Britain.
“In North Yorkshire in 2013, ten white men were

jailed for grooming a 13-year-old girl in a similar
way.

“Rotherham’s abusers could have been white,
black or green men from Mars — it just happens
that they were British Pakistani.”

Ms Ahmed — who spoke at a meeting two weeks
ago urging the community to band together to over-
come its current problems — also blamed authori-
ties who avoided pressing charges for fear of
appearing racist, making abusers feel untouchable.

She added: “Until recently there haven’t been any
prosecutions in this community.

“Because they haven’t been brought to justice,
these men believe they can get away with it.

“For years they’ve had the message that this is
okay because it won’t be punished. 

“If there’s a cultural problem, it’s the culture of
authorities not punishing these men.”

Ms Ahmed said she had found that the porn and
music industries often influenced abusive men’s at-
titudes. 

“We’re not regulating these industries,” she said.
“So the porn industry targets children now.

“They know that if children download it for free,
they will pay money for it as an adult.

“I keep hearing people tell me how backward the
Pakistani culture is. 

“But these Asian men who dislike white girls also
dislike Asian girls. 

“If they’ve got that hatred, everyone feels it.
“I don’t know what makes a man a criminal — I

wish I did — but we have to move this discussion
away from race alone. 

“It just fuels groups like the EDL and BNP.”

Prof Jay’s report found that most Rotherham vic-
tims were white, but noted that Asian girls were
being exploited, too.

Ms Ahmed sits on the South Yorkshire Rape
Steering Group, a multi-agency body headed by
South Yorkshire Police which tackles sex crime by
allocating money to publicity and victim care.

She said spending policy put Asian girls at risk
by overplaying the role of alcohol in rape.

“Very few Asian girls report rape in South York-
shire, as no-one has raised the issue that they can be
raped, too,” Ms Ahmed added.

“Policymakers reduce the entire abuse problem
to what these girls wear or how much they drink.

“They assume 100 per cent of the Pakistani com-
munity are Muslim and don’t drink, but a lot of
them do.”

Ms Ahmed said most anti-rape publicity was
aimed at white women around Christmas when fes-
tive booze put white females at increased risk.

Attempts to divert money towards other at-risk
groups had fallen through, she said, adding: “The
message we’ve had in the past is: ‘We can’t afford
to do that.’”

A South Yorkshire Police spokeswoman said:
“We do not focus our resources in this area on any
particular community.

“We understand that rape and sexual violence is
under-reported in all communities but particularly
in Asian communities and this is something we are
working with partners to address.

“As part of that, we will look at campaigns to
raise the awareness of minority groups about sexual
violence, how to report it and where victims can go
to receive advice and support.”

l For more information on sexual abuse, do-
mestic violence and services offered by Apna
Haq visit www.apna-haq.co.uk.

Faith leader proud to have
been born in Rotherham

A FAITH leader in-
sisted this week that
child abuse in Rother-
ham was not inspired
by Islam, countering
claims made by right
wing protesters.

Rotherham Council of
Mosques chairman Saghir
Alam said activists attack-
ing the religion “have
clearly not read the
Qur’an”.

He said: “This isn’t an Is-
lamic issue. 

“In fact, this abuse is
very much contrary to
Islam, which promotes
equality and the protection
of children.

“You can’t just blame a
person’s faith for their
crimes. 

“Why is no-one saying
Jimmy Savile’s abuse was
a Christian issue? 

“Because it wasn’t — it
was a criminal issue.”

Last weekend saw the
British National Party and
English Defence League
take to Rotherham streets,
blaming Islam for years of
sexual exploitation by
mainly British Pakistani
men.

EDL posters sought “jus-
tice for the victims of Mus-
lim grooming”, while a
BNP spokesman called for
“Muslim paedophiles” to
be arrested.

“The Qur’an says that
they’re allowed to do this
— that’s why they do it,” he

said through a mega-
phone.

He likened child abuse in
Rotherham to the prophet
Mohammed marrying a six-
year-old girl. 

Saghir sought to sepa-
rate these two practices.

“Yes, Mohammed had
young wives, but morals
were very different 1,400
years ago,” he said.

“No-one in their right
mind would justify child
abuse with their faith. 

“I have never heard an
imam say it is okay and I
am confident this would
not happen in Rotherham.”

Saghir said child

abusers were unlikely to
be practising Muslims. 

“These men most likely
don’t attend a mosque,” he
said.

“If they did they would
have heard sermons about
respect, equality and re-
sponsibility. Imams are
very clear about these
morals.

“But younger Muslims
especially are just like
younger Christians — they
think religion is something
for old people.

“If these men are Mus-
lims, they’re not good
ones. They’re abusing
women in vulnerable posi-
tions, when Islam makes
us responsible for the care
of vulnerable people.”

Mr Alam said he was
concerned for long-term
relations, adding: “Muslims
have been here 50 years. 

“We live in the same
streets and our children go
to the same schools as our
non-Muslim neighbours.

“We’ve all been living in
harmony for so long and
we can’t allow a small mi-
nority to destroy that.

“I’m proud to have been
born in Rotherham and I
think the people attacking
Muslims are probably from
out of town — Rotherham
people are better than that.

“This isn’t about faith —
it’s about crime. Our com-
munity is shocked and our
prayers are with the vic-
tims.”

by MICHAEL UPTON

michael.upton@rotherhamadvertiser.co.uk

CRIMINAL ISSUE: Saghir
Alam

‘You
can’t 
just
blame a
person’s
faith for
their
crimes’

FAILURES: Zlakha Ahmed



See how your
big day could look

A PREMIER WEDDING VENUE
Holiday Inn, Rotherham, Sheffield, M1 Jct 33, 
West Bawtry Road, Rotherham, S60 4NA
Telephone: 01709 830630 

Wedding Fayre

Sunday 28th September, 11am - 3pm

Plan your perfect day!

Free entry including arrival drink 
and goody bag for all brides.

Bridal Wear, Suit Hire, Photographers, Florists,
Cake Specialists, Beauty products and many
more to help you plan your perfect Wedding.

Well Fitting Dentures 
Give You Every Reason 
To Laugh & Smile.

Denture Duplication  Cosmetic Dentures
Home Visits    Denture Repair

Call Now To Book   Your
First Consultation - Free 

k

Comfi-Denture
151 Effingham Street,       Monday - Friday 
Rothergham 9am - 5pm
S651BL www.ComfiDenture.co.uk

Book Now   01709 83 83 56
Opening Discount  £50 off Denture

Repairs
£25
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MEN TO SEXUALLY ABUSE GIRLS

exactly what
made these
men offend’

HUNDREDS of people
turned out for mass public
prayer gatherings in the
wake of the child abuse
scandal.

Rotherham Churches To-
gether organised the Take Back
the Streets gatherings at Cli on
Park’s war memorial and River-
side House on Thursday
evening, before another service
at Rotherham Minster a ended
by about 600 people.

Churches of every denomina-
on took part in the event with

other religious organisa ons
invi ng people from all commu-
ni es to unite in the face of the
child abuse revela ons.

Ministers, pastors and clergy
from across Rotherham led
prayers for the vic ms, jus ce
and reconcilia on, the police
and council and for rebuilding
communi es.

The mass gatherings walked
in a symbolic gesture of reclaim-
ing the streets for the people.

At Rotherham Minster, a serv-
ice was held and addressed by

Bishop of She eld, the Rt Rev
Dr Steven Cro , who returned
on Tuesday to open a new
prayer sta on for those wan ng
to re ect on recent events.

David Bowser, who took part
in Thursday evening’s events,
said: “The atmosphere was
amazing, peaceful and empow-
ering, people power at its very
best.

“People of every walk of life,
every age, every colour and
every community – all standing
shoulder to shoulder and want-
ing what is best for Rotherham
and for every single person that
lives here.

“Maybe the solu on is not
just about those in leadership
but with each and every one of
us to stand up and make a dif-
ference. It is no longer someone
else’s problem but ours.

“Our history books repeat-
edly tell us that change comes
from the meek and downtrod-
den standing and uni ng to-
gether – so let these events be
the catalyst for change.”
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